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geographical indentification of these places is a subject
of importance which we will notice in our geographical
section. Having visited the holy places and having com-
pleted the 12 years of exile they returned to Dwaitavana
and resolved to pass their one year of incognito at the
capital of Virata, the king of the Matsyas.
Directing Dhaumya, their Guru, to take their sacrificial
fires to the house of Drupada and sending Indrasena and
other servants with their chariots to Dwaraka, the Panda-
vas with their queen parched for some days on foot along
the banks of the Jamna, representing themselves as the
huntsmen of king Virata. As they approached the capi-
tal, which was somewhere to the south of the Jamna, they
saw a big Shami tree standing near the burial ground of
the town. On that tree Sahadeva deposited, at the instance
of Yudhishthira, their arms. They then changed their
dresses and severally went into the city. YucJhishthJra,
who was now expert in the art of gambling,, entered the
service of Virata as a Brahman courtier who played with
the king at dice. Bhima, versed in the art of cooking, be-
came master-cook and also a gladiator. Arjuna elected to
be a eunuch proficient in the art of dancing, which he Is
said to have learnt at the cotirt of Indra in heaven, where
he had gone during the exile to learn Astravidya. He
concealed the rough spots on the arm caused by constant
use of the bow by wearing brass armlets and put on white
bangles and let loose his hair. ^ Thus dressed as a
eunuch he entered Virata's service and taught dancing
to his daughter and other girls. Nakula and Sahadeva
became respectively horseman and cow-herd and passed
their time accordingly. The queen of the Pandavas